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1 Introduction and Project Description 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in coordination with the Arizona Department of 
Transportation (ADOT), conducted a reevaluation of the South Mountain Freeway (SMF), Interstate 10 
(I-10, Papago Freeway) to I-10 (Maricopa Freeway) Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and 
Record of Decision (ROD) per 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 771.129 to address adding a 
traffic interchange (TI) at the freeway’s intersection with 32nd Street (see Figure 1-1) since the approval 
of the ROD on March 5, 2015.  

During the development of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) in 2005, it was 
recommended to remove the proposal to design a TI at 32nd Street and the SMF. Based on the input 
received from the South Mountain Citizens Advisory Team (CAT) in 2005 and the City of Phoenix, ADOT 
agreed to no longer study a potential interchange at 32nd Street. In 2006, the City of Phoenix conducted 
a traffic circulation study to evaluate the impacts of the proposed freeway on the local street system, 
including the elimination of the TI at 32nd Street. The City of Phoenix study found no adverse effects on 
the local street system from the freeway with or without an interchange. 

After the ROD and prior to construction starting on the project, ADOT and the freeway developer, 
Connect 202 Partners (C202P) participated in a public input meeting for the freeway in the Ahwatukee 
Foothills Village. During the fall 2016 meeting, the community, including local and state officials, 
expressed an interest in re-considering the need for a TI at 32nd Street. The concerns raised by the 
community included the concern that traffic would increase substantially on Liberty Lane and Lakewood 
Parkway (both minor collectors) because vehicles currently using 32nd Street would need to get to 24th 
or 40th streets to access the new freeway and this additional traffic would pass directly by a number of 
local schools. However, a City of Phoenix traffic analysis completed in 2017 (Offsite Traffic Analysis 
Study: Loop 202 and S. Chandler Blvd.), indicated “there would not be a significant increase in traffic on 
Liberty Lane (cut-through) because of the elimination of access to the east-west movements from 32nd 
Street onto the SMF” (see Appendix A). 

More recently in 2017 and 2018, the project team has received numerous requests from the local 
community and schools to revisit construction of a TI at 32nd Street. The study of this TI has also been 
supported by elected officials and the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG). 

Although the TI would be constructed within approved limits addressed in the FEIS/ROD and subsequent 
re-evaluations, a drainage easement will be acquired for a culvert extension and a temporary construction 
easement (TCE) would be needed for sidewalk realignment (see Figure 1-2); both of these features are 
outside previously approved SMF limits. The new easements would be acquired from the local 
community’s homeowners’ association (HOA) common area. The perpetual drainage easement allows 
ADOT to construct specifically agreed upon structures and allows rights to access and maintain those 
structures after the project is completed. The underlying fee ownership will remain unchanged. 

This reevaluation document provides an overview of the SMF project, describes the environmental 
consequences of adding a TI at 32nd Street, describes past and future public and agency outreach, and 
presents a conclusion related to adding the new TI into the SMF project. 

1.1 Project Location 
The SMF project is a part of the Regional Freeway and Highway System in the southwestern portion of 
the Phoenix metropolitan area in Maricopa County, Arizona. The approximately 22-mile-long freeway will 
be constructed as an eight-lane divided, access-controlled facility, with four travel lanes in each direction. 
The 32nd Street intersection with the SMF is located near the eastern terminus of the SMF’s connection 
to I-10 (Maricopa Freeway) (see Figure 1-1). 




